





Sometimes it is crucial to not internalise what is going on around you, but
to stay at a distance in order to not get dragged into or even crushed by the
free-floating powers that surround us. Undeniably, we live in a lapse of time
that turns ‘'sometimes’ more and more into ‘most of the time’. Thirty years
of neoliberalism, free-market forces and privatization have taken their toll,
as power no longer has a moral ground and individual success has become
the norm causing a relentless pressure to achieve and compete.! The sociol-
ogist Zygmunt Bauman describes the paradox of our era pointedly: ‘Never
have we been so free. Never have we felt so powerless.’ We are undoubtedly
freer than before, if free means that we can openly criticize religion, practice
a laissez faire ethics towards sexand join any political crusade we want. But
what does this mean? Things no longer seem to have any significance. We
live in a culture of indifference. And although it is a time of hyper individualism,
the individual gets into a scrape. Again, a striking paradox.

Our presumed freedom is bound to one dominant condition: we must
be successful—that is, ‘make’ something of ourselves. There are plentiful
examples. An educated individual who prefers parenting over his career
will be criticized as will the professional who turns down a promotion in
order to invest in the development of his creative qualities. A young person
who wants to become a designer is told by her parents that she should
start off by getting a master's degree in economics—a designer, what is

she thinking?

Alternative strategy

Taking a different position, stepping out of the limited neoliberal frame
of a successful life does not necessarily mean that one should not be invoived
orengaged. Itis a choiceforan alternative strategy; to be aware, to connect,
but at the same time to keep oneself at a distance, to set boundaries. Using
sensitivity, imagination and reflection inan attempt to put the pieces together
and make sense out of a fragmented, market driven reality that is desper-
ately in need of authority founded on knowledge, insights, wisdom and
righteousness to base a probable truth on.

Such a life attitude causes friction between two opposite sensations.
It seems reasonable to refuse to be graded and judged by a system one
doesn't acknowledge. Still, the pressure 1o adapt, the feeling of guilt and
shame about the assumption to fall short, to not meet the requirements of
our neo-liberal society, even when this is a chosen strategy, is often over-

powering. This is all too human. ‘
It takes self-compassion to be able to find

able to create.

one's own way and to be
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TIDOTE TO ACCELERATION
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The wolf underneath

This is a time frame in which everything ”On‘ecﬁ”ff:’ti :' i " ":'J.f“”"'_‘”g with
no direct measurable result is under pressure. Including arts and design
education. And this is not just 3b°“"_ money. o _

The economy is gradually climbing out of the pit of global crisis. Neo-
liberalists take a breath of relief assuming everything can go back to ‘nor-
mal. Organisations become ‘blue’ again, and | don't mean melancholic
but blue as in embracing processes, systems and efficie NCy as leading
principles. Bureaucracy has updated its apparel, but the same old wolf stil
howls from underneath his new trendy coat. Creativity has to be violated
in order to become a management tool, everything it actually stands for
has to go back to the margin as volatile substa nce.

The malaise of modernity

The Canadian ph

_ llosopher Charles Taylor describes in The malaise of
Modernity?afeeling

ofloss and decline we experience in Western societies
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from their interaction and dialogue with a community and / or significant
others. Without this context and background life choices are random and
replaceable, making choosing as such meaningless and thus leading to
nihilism.

It is precisely this nihilism that, by enhancing a reduction of values,
opens the way to a neo-liberalistic life attitude in which life and living beings
are reduced to instrumental entities, stripped of every dignity, poetics and _
humanity. But, confidence and expectance should never be at stake. There ]
are counter forces; grass root initiatives, actions by resourceful civilians, i
and bottom up movements. The need for creative strategies is present as "'
never before. And technology can play a supporting role. ;l

Free space |

The choice for another life attitude is a road full of pit falls and resis- [
tance, but nevertheless highly necessary if we want to stay true to a vision I
on mankind that puts human dignity and the integrity of everything living
at the centre of its being. A vision we put at the heart of design and design
education. |

We want Design Academy Eindhoven to be a free space, a place where "
imagination, sensitivity and reflection can prosper. A school in which every-
one—students, teachers and staff alike—has the possibility to choose and
define his or her own life attitude and direction, without having to turn to
individualism and the pursuit of success in its neoliberal definition. A place
that supports identity formation and the development of individual sources
of meaning as well as the growth of self-compassion, compassion and
resilience. And a place that leaves room for the unbiased development of
our international creative community as a micro-society; open-minded,
empathic, committed, and with this impeccable, often amazing sense of
quality that is so characteristic for this institute and its members. This pur-
suit of quality is our definition of success.

In these processes interaction and dialogue, within and outside our
community, are crucial. The connection to the world, near and far, outside
the academy is essential, not only for a healthy climate within our commu-

nity, but also to exchange ideas and to be of meaning for others.

It will be our obligation and challenge the coming period to develop
creative strategies in the face of bureaucracy in order to maintain and share
this free space unreservedly. To make the changes and improveme 3

we and others can prosper. We n

IN THE FACE OF BUREAUCRACY
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